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Financial literacy programs for Australian teachers. 

The Financial Basics Foundation is a trusted independent charity. We provide free financial literacy 

resources to Australian educators.  

The Financial Basics Foundation vision is; 

That all young Australians have the knowledge, skills and confidence that will enable them to 

make informed financial choices and manage their finances now and into the future. 

In the last decade, the Foundation has become one of Australia’s leading not-for-profit organisations 

delivering financial literacy initiatives to young people. 

We have gained support and endorsement from Government, educational authorities and the 

corporate sector.

Photo: Katrina Birch, Financial Basics Foundation CEO with students from The Peninsula School
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Suncorp is partnering with one of Australia’s leading providers of financial literacy programs, the 

Financial Basics Foundation, to improve the financial literacy of young people. By offering a range 

of fun, interactive online resources to all Australian secondary school teachers, we are working to 

give every young person the knowledge, skills and confidence to manage their money. All of 

which means a better financial future for our younger generations, their families and our 

customers. 

We wish to acknowledge and express our sincere gratitude to the individuals and organisations who 
share our vision and support us in our work to ensure that all young Australians are financially capable 
and can manage their finances now and into the future. The in-kind support, along with the voluntary 
contribution of time and expertise generously given by so many people enables us to continue our 
work. 

Collection House Limited co-founded the Financial Basics Foundation more than 15 years ago to help 
improve the financial literacy of Australian secondary school students and to teach them about the 
importance of making sound financial decisions. Driven by its unwavering commitment to corporate 
social responsibility, Collection House continues to proudly support the work of the Foundation with 
ongoing sponsorship and in-kind support. 

The QCoal Foundation partners with leading not-for-profit organisations with a strong track record of 
performance to deliver programs that enrich rural and remote Queensland communities by addressing 
the key areas of health, liveability and education. 

QCoal Foundation shares Financial Basics Foundation’s commitment to shaping the financial future of 
the next generation and, in particular, those in rural and remote Queensland.
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KPMG is a professional services firm with global reach, and deep expertise in audit and assurance, 

tax and advisory.  They generously provide the Financial Basics Foundation with an annual 

Independent Audit Report on a no fee basis. 

BDO is proud to support Financial Basics Foundation’s mission to improve the financial literacy of young 
people.  As an accountancy and advisory firm with a heritage in helping businesses grow, we believe that 
the most important foundation for success is education.  We’re committed to working with the Foundation 
to equip our young people with strong financial literacy skills and enable them to plan ahead for a bright 
future. 

OUR SUPPORTERS CONTINUED

Photo: David Carter, CEO Banking and Wealth, Suncorp, Amanda Pacek, Teacher, Cavendish Road State 
High School, Katrina Birch, CEO Financial Basics Foundation, Daniel Celm, Teacher, Brisbane Grammar 
School. 

KPMG
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CHAIRPERSON'S ADDRESS 

Welcome to the 2017 Financial Basics Foundation Annual General Meeting. 

Today, we are going to discuss a number of resolutions which are set out in the Notice of Meeting. I 
will formally propose these resolutions for discussion and voting shortly. 

This is the second year that I have had the honour to chair our AGM, but can reflect on the 13 years 
that I have been a part of this board and 15 years that I have been involved in this company. 

Along the way, there have been a number of ups and downs in the journey we have travelled and I 
have used different words to describe how the Financial Basics Foundation has progressed in that 
time. 

The 2017 financial year was one of great contrast from the year before. 

A year that saw fantastic opportunities and successes, along with some significant challenges. 

It was a year that the Foundation performed exceptionally well, and a year when the team came 
together to achieve some great outcomes.   

Firstly, our focus on strategy and growth has placed us in a good position both financially and 
strategically. Harnessing our collaborative spirit has enabled us to focus on establishing strong 
partnerships aimed at delivering transformational outcomes. 

We have continued to expand and diversify our resources with the support of our partners, Suncorp 
and Collection House. Including the successful launch of ESSI Money 2.0;  an updated Operation 
Financial Literacy module on Banking and further development of the Indebtedness material. 

We established a partnership with Qcoal Foundation that will enable us to create a program and 
provide resources for communities in rural and remote Queensland. 

BDO joined Financial Basics Foundation as a corporate partner in May 2017. As an accountancy and 
advisory firm with a heritage in helping businesses grow, and a belief that the most important 
foundation for success is education, BDO is committed to working with the Foundation to equip 
young people with strong financial literacy skills and enable them to plan ahead for a bright future. 

We are proud of our long history of collaboration and the value our partnerships have brought to the 
Financial Basics Foundation. Without this collaboration we would not be able to achieve our vision; 
That every young person in Australia has the knowledge, skills and confidence that will enable them 
to make informed financial choices and manage their money now, and into the future.  

Our brand awareness is growing as we activate both targeted and broad community awareness 
campaigns. We are growing our online community by investing in resources dedicated to focusing our 
activity and maximising reach. 
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The Foundation is now in a sound financial position. Shortly, we will have an opportunity to review the
financial performance.  

I would like to take this opportunity once again to thank our partners Collection House, Suncorp, QCoal 
Foundation and BDO. 

Without your ongoing contribution, the Foundation would not be where it is today. We appreciate the 
financial and in-kind support provided each year.   

Also, to my fellow board members, thank you for your willingness to contribute your services and 
expertise voluntarily. Please know that your time and input are valued. 
  
I would like to specifically thank our CEO Katrina Birch for her tireless efforts in promoting and managing 
our Foundation and to all of our staff and other supporters. 

Tarryn McMullen,  

Acting Chairman 
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CEO'S REPORT 
FBF aims to ensure that all young Australians are financially capable and can manage their finances 

now and into the future. So, how are we delivering on our vision?  

• Today we can proudly boast a membership of 3,515 teachers. 

• Operation Financial Literacy and ESSI Money are now used in 1,367 schools across Australia; and 

• 125,000 students have played ESSI Money since its release in 2007. 

The 2016-2017 financial year was both transformational and collaborative for Financial Basics 

Foundation.  We celebrated 15 years, launched ESSI Money 2.0 and established several new 

partnerships. 

In April 2016, when Suncorp joined Collection House as our new corporate partner  we commenced 

setting in place a series of activities which would enable us to achieve the objectives we had set. 

In this, the first year of our partnership with Suncorp we commenced and completed the redevelopment 

of the ESSI Money game; successfully delivered the Suncorp Bank ESSI Money Challenge and released 

the updated Banking Module. 

Through a series of public relations activities supported by Suncorp we have; 

• Increased the number of teacher members engaged with our programs by over 1,000 

• Increased the number of ESSI Money users by over 10% 

• Increased the number of Operation Financial Literacy Banking Module Downloads by over 10% 

In the coming year, we will be focusing on further increasing the engagement with and participation in 

the ESSI Money Challenge whilst promoting the increased usability of ESSI Money 2.0. 

In May 2017, we commenced a partnership with Q-Coal Foundation, focusing on rural and regional 

communities. We are currently investigating opportunities to deliver professional development 

workshops for teachers as well as a program aimed at developing financial capacity for certain 

stakeholders in the Collinsville and Bowen catchment. 

Collection House first conceived the idea for Financial Basics Foundation and funded its establishment 

as an independent not-for-profit in 2002. 

Collection House has continued to support the organisation financially and ‘in-kind’ since its inception. 

This partnership is a visible demonstration of Collection House’s commitment to financial education and 

improving the financial literacy of young Australians. 
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The activation of a series of public relations activities along with the further development of the 

indebtedness school presentation program featured as major components of our partnership activities 

this year.  

With a fresh perspective on our mission and understanding what we do well, Financial Basics 

Foundation will pursue the following objectives in the next twelve months in order to achieve our vision: 

• To create high quality resources which educate young people about sound financial management 

principles.  

• To secure increased financial and operational resources which support our strategic objective to 

achieve financial security. 

  

• To expand operations to include programs for young people between the ages of 12-24, outside as 

well as within the secondary school system. 

• To expand the reach of Financial Basics Foundation products and messaging to schools and 

students throughout Australia. 

• To implement protocols which enable us to measure our impact and success.  

Over the last fifteen years, the Financial Basics Foundation has established a strong presence 

within the education and finance communities. The social impact of our programs and the benefits 

realised within the community represent true success when measured against social well-being 

criteria.   

I would like to thank all of those who have contributed to the work of the Financial Basics 

Foundation. 

Thank you to the Directors, our members and the FBF team for their ongoing support and 

contribution. 

We have developed a philosophy and strategic position consistent with our vision. We have mapped 

out the activities and defined our role and in the year ahead we will set an agenda for increasing our 

impact and making a further contribution towards developing the financially capability of all young 

Australians. 

Katrina Birch 

CEO














































